
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

The RPI Index covers a consistent sample of items that constitute domestic expenditure. Normally, apart from 
slight falls during the January and July Sale periods, the trend rises. A distinct inflationary trend was apparent 
throughout 2008 until the final quarter which showed the falls that had been expected in the light of reductions 
in VAT and mortgage interest rates. After falling to a low point in January, the index has gradually risen and 

was almost 11 points above last year's level in May 2010. 
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